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Kingdom Season 
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2nd before Advent 
10am







WELCOME TO ST MARY’S, AND TO THE SERVICE TODAY.
If you would like a clergy visit, please let us know.
The invitation to kneel or stand, you can be done in body or in heart.
There are Gluten Free and wafers with wine added for those who need them, please ask at the altar.
Please stand as the Choir process and for the first hymn.
OPENING HYMN:  542  Stand up and bless the Lord 
1 	Stand up and bless the Lord,
ye people of His choice;
stand up and bless the Lord your God
with heart and soul and voice.
2 	Though high above all praise,
above all blessing high,
who would not fear His holy name
and laud and magnify?
3 	O for the living flame
from His own altar brought,
to touch our lips, our minds inspire,
and wing to heav'n our thought!
4 	God is our strength and song,
and His salvation ours;
then be His love in Christ proclaimed
with all our ransomed pow'rs.
5	Stand up and bless the Lord;
the Lord your God adore;
stand up and bless His glorious name
henceforth and evermore. 	 James Montgomery  Music CARLISLE
THE GATHERING
The president says, 
		In the name of the Father,  and of the Son, 
		and of the Holy Spirit. 
All 		Amen. 
THE GREETING   
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
		and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
All   	and also with you. 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
All	Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Silence is kept.
PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is close at hand.’  So let us turn away from sin
and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 								 cf Matthew 3:2  
All	Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your salvation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will
and give you the joy of his kingdom,
through Jesus Christ our Lord .  
All    	Amen. 
We stand and pray together as the children prepare to go to their activities 
All 	Creator God, we thank you for giving us Jesus as our Saviour:
he blessed the children who came to him, 
and welcomes those who come to him now. 
Look with love upon these children 
and protect them with your care. 
May they grow in wisdom, age and strength in your presence 
and in the sight of all. We ask this through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
We remain standing to sing the Gloria
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.
Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, Heav’nly King, Almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.
Lord, Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us:
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.
For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
In the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.     David Thorne
Please remain standing. The president introduces a period of silent prayer
THE COLLECT 
All	Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 


where he is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
All    	Amen. 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Please sit for the first two readings 
FIRST READING:  Malachi 4.1–2a
See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 
This is the word of the Lord.
All 	Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING:  2 Thessalonians 3.6–13
Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labour we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
This is the word of the Lord
All	 Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL HYMN 57:  The race that long in darkness pined
1. The race that long in darkness pined
Have seen a glorious light;
The people dwell in day, who dwelt
In death's surrounding night.
2. To hail thy rise, thou better Sun,
The gathering nations come,
Joyous as when the reapers bear
The harvest-treasures home.
3. To us a Child of hope is born,
To us a Son is given;
Him shall the tribes of earth obey,
Him all the hosts of heaven.
4. His name shall be the Prince of Peace,
For evermore adored;
The Wonderful, the Counsellor,
The great and mighty Lord.
5. His power increasing still shall spread;
His reign no end shall know:
Justice shall guard his throne above,
And peace abound below. Words John Morison Music DUNDEE        
Please remain standing for the Gospel
THE GOSPEL 
Alleluia, alleluia. God has spoken to us through his Son,
through whom he created the worlds.             cf Hebrews 1.2
All 	Alleluia. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
All 	Glory to you, O Lord.
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.’ 
They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?’ And he said, ‘Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and, “The time is near!” Do not go after them.  ‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defence in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls.      	Luke 21.5–19
	This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
All	Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated 
SERMON   
Short silence
THE CREED
Let us stand to affirm our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All   	We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Please sit or kneel to pray
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ 
let us pray to the Father.
At the end 
Merciful Father, 
All 	accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 	
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
THE PEACE 	
Please stand 
To crown all things there must be love,
to bind all together and complete the whole.
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.              Colossians 3:14,15
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All   	and also with you. 
       	Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
OFFERTORY HYMN: 436 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven
1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
To his feet thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven.
who like me his praise should sing?
Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him!
Praise the everlasting King!
2. Father-like he tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame he knows;
In his hands he gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.
Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him!
Widely as his mercy flows.
3. Angels, help us to adore him;
Ye behold him face to face;
Sun and moon bow down before him,
Dwellers all in time and space.
Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him!
Praise with us the God of grace!   H F Lyte. Tune. PRAISE MY SOUL
PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
Please remain standing  
God of life, Saviour of the poor, receive with these gifts 
gratitude for your goodness, penitence for our pride and dedication to your service in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   	Blessed be God for ever.
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The president says 
		The Lord is here
All	His Spirit is with us
		Lift up your hearts.
All 	We lift them to the Lord.			
		Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	All	It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy
that we should always sing of your glory,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
For you are the hope of the nations,
the builder of the city that is to come.
Your love made visible in Jesus Christ
brings home the lost, restores the sinner
and gives dignity to the despised.
In his face your light shines out,
flooding lives with goodness and truth,
gathering into one in your Kingdom
a divided and broken humanity.
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation
we glorify your name, for ever praising you and singing:
SANCTUS / BENEDICTUS
All:	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.    David Thorne
Please sit or kneel
	Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example 
and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
All	To you be glory and praise for ever.
	In the same way, after supper
	he took the cup and gave you thanks;
	he gave it to them, saying:
	Drink this, all of you;
	this is my blood of the new covenant,
	which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
All	To you be glory and praise for ever.
	Therefore, heavenly Father,
	we remember his offering of himself
	made once for all upon the cross;
	we proclaim his mighty resurrection
	and glorious ascension;
	we look for the coming of your kingdom,
	and with this bread and this cup
	we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.
Christ is the bread of life:
All	When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
	we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,
	until you come in glory.
	Accept through him, our great high priest,
	this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
	and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
	in the presence of your divine majesty,
	renew us by your Spirit,
	inspire us with your love
	and unite us in the body of your Son,
	Jesus Christ our Lord.
All	To you be glory and praise for ever.
	Through him, and with him, and in him,
	in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
	with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
	we worship you, Father almighty,
	in songs of everlasting praise:
All	Blessing and honour and glory and power
	be yours for ever and ever.	Amen.
Please sit or kneel in silence
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
All   	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The president breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All   	Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
All	Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk163147375]Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.   								David Thorne
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 HYMN DURING COMMUNION: 306 Strengthen for service, Lord,
 1 	Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands
that holy things have taken;
let ears that now have heard thy songs
to clamour never waken.
2 	Lord, may the tongues which 'Holy' sang
keep free from all deceiving;
the eyes which saw thy love be bright,
thy blessèd hope perceiving.
3 	The feet that tread thy holy courts
from light do thou not banish;
the bodies by thy Body fed
with thy new life replenish. 
Words 4th century Tr. CW Humpheys and P Dearmer. Tune. ACH GOTT UND HERR
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen
Thanksgiving, said by everyone. 
All 	Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
SUNDAY CLUB FEEDBACK  Mary Mouse  & NOTICES  
HYMN: 
1. For the healing of the nations,
Lord, we pray with one accord;
for a just and equal sharing
of the things that earth affords.
To a life of love in action
help us rise and pledge our word.
2. Lead us further into freedom;
from despair your world release,
that, redeemed from war and hatred,
all may come and go in peace
Show us how through care and goodness
fear will die and hope increase.
3. All that kills abundant living,
let it from the earth be banned;
pride of status, race, or schooling,
dogmas that obscure your plan.
In our common quest for justice
may we hallow life's brief span.

4. You, Creator-God, have written
your great name on humankind;
for our growing in your likeness
bring the life of Christ to mind;
that by our response and service
earth its destiny may find. 
Words Fred Kaan Music WESTMINSTER ABBEY

THE DISMISSAL
THE BLESSING 
Christ Jesus,
the splendour of the Father and the image of his being,
draw you to himself
that you may live in his light and share his glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always.
All 	Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All	In the name of Christ. Amen.

You are warmly invited to join us for refreshments in the Community Room after this service.




Common Worship, Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2000 and 2008. 
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