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Parish of St Mary the Virgin, 
Great Shelford
Mothering Sunday

PARISH COMMUNION

10am

THE GATHERING

Welcome to St Mary’s.  We are very pleased you are joining us today.  

Instructions to stand, sit or kneel during the service can be followed in body or heart.

Please stand to sing

THE OPENING HYMN 285 ‘ For the beauty of the earth’
1. For the beauty of the earth,
For the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies:

Refrain:
Lord of all, to thee we raise
This our sacrifice of praise.

2. For the beauty of each hour,
Of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and flower,
Sun and moon and stars of light: [Refrain]

3. For the joy of ear and eye,
For the heart and brain's delight,
For the mystic harmony
Linking sense to sound and sight: [Refrain]

4. For the joy of human love,
Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild: [Refrain]

5. For each perfect gift of thine,
To our race so freely given,
Graces human and divine,
Flowers of earth and buds of heaven: [Refrain]

                                                                                       F. S. Pierpoint,/ Tune  ENGLAND'S LANE (Shaw
THE GREETING
The president says

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
All
Amen.
The president greets the people

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you

All
and also with you.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

All
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

And now we call to mind the times 

when we have not valued the love of others,
And when we have not loved others as Christ loves us.
Please sit or kneel to pray
Your love gives us life from the moment of conception.

We fail to live as your children.

Lord, have mercy.

All   
Lord, have mercy.
You call us to do good. 

We seek our own good.

Christ, have mercy.

All   Christ have mercy.
You hear us when we cry for help. 

We ignore the cries of others.

Lord, have mercy.

All   Lord, have mercy.
May the Father of all mercies

cleanse us from our sins,

and restore us in his image

to the praise and glory of his name,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All   Amen.
We stand and pray together before the children leave for their activities

All
Creator God, we thank you for giving us Jesus as our Saviour: he blessed the children who came to him, and welcomes those who come to him now. Look with love upon these children and protect them with your care. May they grow in wisdom, age and strength in your presence and in the sight of all. We ask this through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT

We remain standing as the president introduces a period of silent prayer

All
God of compassion,
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,
shared the life of a home in Nazareth,
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself:
strengthen us in our daily living
that in joy and in sorrow
we may know the power of your presence 

to bind together and to heal;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Please sit 
FIRST READING Exodus 2.1-10

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him for three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the water.’ 

This is the word of the Lord                     All Thanks be to God

SECOND READING  Colossians 3. 12-17
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
 dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ
This is the word of the Lord 
All
Thanks be to God

GRADUAL HYMN 408 ‘Love Divine, all loves excelling,’
1. Love Divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
All thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart.

2. Come, almighty to deliver,
Let us all thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve thee as thy hosts above,
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
Glory in thy perfect love.

3. Finish, then thy new creation,
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see thy great salvation,
Perfectly restored in thee,
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise!

C Wesley. Tune BLAENWERN
GOSPEL READING Luke 2.33-35
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
All

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
All        
Glory to you, O Lord.
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord

All
Praise to you O Lord.

SERMON    Please sit
At the end there is a short silence, then please stand
AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Praise God who loves us.

All   
Praise God who cares.

Let us declare our faith in God.

All   
We believe in God the Father,

from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,

and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please sit or kneel to pray 
At the end

Merciful Father,

All
accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
THE PEACE





Please stand
Through the prophet Isaiah, God says,
‘As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.’
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All   
and also with you.


Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
THE OFFERTORY HYMN 185. Sing we of the blessèd Mother

During the hymn, the gifts of the people are gathered and presented.
1. SING we of the blessed Mother 

Who received the angel’s word, 

And obedient to his summons

Bore in love the infant Lord; 

Sing we of the joys of Mary 

At whose breast that child was fed, 

Who is Son of God eternal 

And the everlasting Bread. 

2. Sing we, too, of Mary’s sorrows, 

Of the sword that pierced her through, 

When beneath the cross of Jesus

She his weight of suffering knew, 

Looked upon her Son and Saviour 

Reigning high on Calvary’s tree, 

Saw the price of man’s redemption 

Paid to set the sinner free. 

3. Sing again the joys of Mary 

When she saw the risen Lord, 

And in prayer with Christ’s apostles, 

Waited on his promised word: 

From on high the blazing glory 

Of the Spirit’s presence came, 

Heavenly breath of God’s own being, 

Manifest through wind and flame. 

4. Sing the chiefest joys of Mary 

When on earth her work was done, 

And the Lord of all creation 

Brought her to his heavenly home: 

Virgin Mother, Mary blessed, 

Raised on high and crowned with grace, 

May your Son, the world’s redeemer, 

Grant us all to see his face. 

G.B.Timms Tune ABBOT’S LEIGH

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 


Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

All
All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you.  Amen.
Please remain standing 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The president says


The Lord is here.

All
His Spirit is with us.


Lift up your hearts.

All
We lift them to the Lord.


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is always right to give you thanks,

God our Creator, Loving and faithful,

Holy and strong
You made us 

and the whole universe,

and filled your world with life.

You sent your Son to live among us,

Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child.

He suffered  on the cross;

he died to save us from our sins;

he rose in glory from the dead.

You send your Spirit to bring new life to the world,

And clothe us with power from on high.

And so we join the angels to celebrate and sing
SANCTUS / BENEDICTUS

All      Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.             David Thorne
Father, on the night before he died,

Jesus shared a meal with his friends.

He took bread and thanked you.

He broke it, and gave it to them, saying:

Take and eat, this is my body, given for you.

Do this to remember me.

After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine.

He thanked you, and gave it to them saying:

Drink this, all of you. This is my blood, 

the new promise of God’s unfailing love.

Do this to remember me.

All
Jesus Christ has died:


Jesus Christ is risen:


Jesus Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory.

Father, as we bring this bread and wine,

and remember his death and resurrection,

send your Holy Spirit, that  we who share these gifts

may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood.

All
Amen.

Pour your Spirit on us that we may love one another,

work for the healing of the earth,

and share the good news of Jesus as we wait for his coming in glory.

All
Amen.
For honour and praise belong to you, Father,

with Jesus your Son and the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever.

All
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The president breaks the consecrated bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

All
Though we are many, we are one body,
 because we all share in one bread.
GIVING OF COMMUNION

God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

All   
Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
AGNUS DEI
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us.  
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Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  grant us peace.     D.Thorne
If you are a member of a Christian Church you are welcome to receive the bread and wine. If you would like instead to receive a blessing please carry this Booklet.

COMMUNION HYMN 448 ‘I come with joy, a child of God’
1. I come with joy, a child of God

forgiven, loved and free

the life of Jesus to recall

in love laid down for me.

2. I come with Christians far and near

to find, as all are fed

the new community of love

in Christ’s communion bread.

3. The spirit of the risen Christ

unseen, but ever near

is in such friendship better known

alive among us here.

4. Together met, together bound

by all that God has done

We’ll go with joy, to give the world

the love that makes us one. B. Wren. Tune ST BOTOLPH (Slater)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We sit or kneel in prayer


Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the breast
you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life: help us who have tasted your goodness
to grow in grace within the household of faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All      Amen
All       Lord, we have broken your bread and received your life.

By the power of your Spirit 

keep us always in your love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.

MARY MOUSE & SUNDAY CLUB FEEDBACK

PRAYER FOR MOTHERS

       


Thank you God for the love of mothers, 


And all those who care for us;
Thank you God for the joys they have shared with us;
and the pains they have borne for us;


Thank you God for all that they give us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN 413: Now thank we all our God 
Please stand to sing

1. Now thank we all our God
With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done,
In whom his world rejoices;
Who from our mothers' arms
Has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.

2. Now may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us,
To keep us in his grace,
And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.
3. All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son and him who reigns,
With them in highest heaven
The one eternal God,
Whom heaven and earth adore;
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be evermore.   M. Rinkart. Tune NUN DANKET
THE BLESSING


May God, who gave birth to all creation, bless us:

may God, who became incarnate by an earthly mother, bless us:

may God, who broods as a mother over her children, bless us.

May almighty God bless us,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and for ever.

All
Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All
In the name of Christ. Amen.

You are warmly invited to join us for refreshments in the Community Room 
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