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FAMILY AND PARISH  COMMUNION
10am 12 APRIL 2026
A warm welcome to all to our Family Eucharist this morning. We are joined by the children throughout the service and are looking forward to their participation in all parts of the service.
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The president announces the hymn 

THE OPENING HYMN
The Children process around the Church with the choir 
1. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
His cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
His love in death shall never die.

2. Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
he comes to claim the here and now
and conquer every place and time.

3. In every insult, rift, and war
where colour, scorn, or wealth divide,
he suffers still, yet loves the more,
with healing hands and aching side.

4. Christ is alive! His Spirit burns
through this and every future age,
till all creation lives and learns 
his joy, his justice, love, and praise.

Words: Brian Wren.  Music: TRURO
THE GATHERING
The president says, 



In the name of the Father,  


and of the Son, 


and of the Holy Spirit. 

All 

Amen. 
THE GREETING AND WELCOME TO THE SERVICE


Christ is risen 
All   
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME
PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 
Like Mary at the empty tomb,

we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Like the disciples behind locked doors,

we are afraid to be seen as your followers.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
Like Thomas in the upper room,

we are slow to believe.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

All    Amen. 

THE COLLECT 
Risen Christ,

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:

open the doors of our hearts,

that we may seek the good of others

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
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to the praise of God the Father. Amen
HYMN 377’ Immortal, invisible, God only wise,’

1.

 Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
 

 Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
  

Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.
2.

 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,


 Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

 
Thy justice, like mountains high soaring above
 
 
Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.
3.

To all life thou givest—to both great and small;


In all life thou livest, the true life of all;


We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,


And wither and perish—but naught changeth thee.
4.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,


Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;


All laud we would render; O help us to see


'Tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.
W Chalmers Smith. Tune ST DENIO

THE GOSPEL  


Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
All
Glory to you, O Lord.

Thomas (called Didymus) was not with the followers when Jesus came. Thomas was 1 of the 12.  The other followers told Thomas, “We saw the Lord.”

But Thomas said, “I will not believe it until I see the nail marks in his hands. And I will not believe until I put my finger where the nails were and put my hand into his side.”

A week later the followers were in the house again. Thomas was with them. The doors were locked, but Jesus came in and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. Look at my hands. Put your hand here in my side. Stop doubting and believe.”

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you see me. Those who believe without seeing me will be truly happy.”









John 20.24-29

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All
Praise to you, O Christ.

REFLECTION
THE AFFIRMATION OF  FAITH
Let us declare our faith in God.

All   
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,

and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us

with power from on high.

We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Please sit or kneel to pray. The response is,
Risen Lord, in your mercy …..Hear our Prayer
We end with,


Merciful Father,

All 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
THE PEACE 
 
 
 
 
 


Please stand 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All       and also with you. 
             Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
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THE OFFERTORY HYMN 239 ‘ Lord of all hopefulness,’
During the hymn, the gifts of the people are gathered and presented.  
1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
   whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy:
   Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
   your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
   whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
   Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
   your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
   your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
   Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
   your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
    whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
    Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
    your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.




Jan Struther Tune. SLANE
PREPARATION OF THE TABLE  
Please remain standing  

Risen Lord Jesus Christ,

we believe you, and all we have heard is true.

When you break bread

may we recognize you as the fire that burns within us,

that we may bring light to your world.

All     Amen. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The president says 



The Lord is here

All
His Spirit is with us



Lift up your hearts.

All 
We lift them to the Lord.





Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


All
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Question    
 Why is it right to give thanks and praise? 

Answer   
 Listen, and we will hear. 
It is always right to give you thanks,

God our Creator,

loving and faithful,

holy and strong.

You made us

and the whole universe,

and filled your world with life.
You sent your Son to live among us,

Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child.

He suffered on the cross;

he died to save us from our sins;

he rose in glory from the dead.
And now we give you thanks
because in his victory over the grave 
a new age has dawned,
the long reign of sin is ended,
a broken world is being renewed
and humanity is once again made whole.

And so we join the angels to celebrate and sing:

All     
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 



Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 


Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 


Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
          
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 David Thorne 
Question    
Why do we share this bread? 
Answer    
Listen, and we will hear. 
Father, on the night before he died,

Jesus shared a meal with his friends.

He took the bread, and thanked you.

He broke it, and gave it to them, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this to remember me.

Question    
Why do we share this wine? 
Answer    
Listen, and we will hear. 
After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine.

He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you.

This is my blood,

the new promise of God’s unfailing love.

Do this to remember me.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:

All

Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Father, as we bring this bread and wine,
and remember his death and resurrection,

send your Holy Spirit,

that we who share these gifts

may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood.

Question   
 How do we follow Jesus Christ? 

Answer    
Listen, and we will hear. 


Pour your Spirit on us

that we may love one another,

work for the healing of the earth,

and share the good news of Jesus,

as we wait for his coming in glory.

For honour and praise belong to you, Father,

with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit:

one God, for ever and ever.

All   
Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 


All   
Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name; 



thy kingdom come;  thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 



as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The president breaks the consecrated bread 


We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All    
Though we are many, we are one body, 


because we all share in one bread. 
GIVING OF COMMUNION 
          
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

All    
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
AGNUS DEI 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  grant us peace.                                                               
                                                                                                       David Thorne 
You are welcome to receive if this is your practice. If you prefer to receive a blessing please carry this booklet to the Altar Rail. If you wish to receive Gluten Free, or wafers with wine already added please ask at the altar.  
HYMN DURING THE COMMUNION   
1. The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
His goodness restores my soul.

Refrain

And I will trust in You alone, And I will trust in You alone,
For Your endless mercy follows me, Your goodness will lead me home.

2. He guides my ways in righteousness,
And He anoints my head with oil,
And my cup, it overflows with joy,
I feast on His pure delights. Refrain
3. And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one,
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff
Are the comfort I need to know. Refrain




 Townend Tune.THE LORD'S MY SHEPHERD
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
All  
We thank you that you have fed us in this sacrament,

United us with Christ,

And given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet
prepared for all peoples.
    
Amen 
NOTICES  & Mary Mouse
THE RECESSIONAL HYMN 120 ‘Thine be the glory’
1. Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,


Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won,


Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,


Kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.

Refrain

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,



Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.
2. Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;

Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;


Let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,


For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting; Refrain
3. No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life;

Life is nought without thee, aid us in our strife,


Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love


Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: Refrain






Words: Edmund Budry.  Music: Maccabaeus

THE BLESSING
God the Father,

by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,

strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;

and the blessing …
All    Amen.
We are raised to new life with Christ.

Go in his peace. Alleluia, alleluia.

All      Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

You are warmly invited to join us for refreshments in the Community Room after this service.
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