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Thought for the Week
Not waving…………………………………………………but drowning. The short poem by Stevie Smith captures the tragedy of a drowning swimmer, too far out in cold water, signalling for help. Tragically, his friends could see him the whole time – they just assumed he was merely waving at them. It can be very difficult, even with those we know well to see the “waving”, interpret what are cries for help, or understand the desperation in their eyes.  The poem sadly concludes, “I was much too far out all my life and not waving but drowning”
Dear Lord, help us to see clearly and act promptly when others are in need of our understanding, our sympathy and our help. May your love for us guide us to share that love with those who are not waving but drowning. Amen                                                                                                                     		David Peacock
Later today 
Sunday 3 May: Fifth Sunday of Easter
· 11:15 am: Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
· Join us in church to elect Churchwardens, receive annual reports, and look ahead to the coming year.
· 6:30 pm: E-Worship led by Rev. Julie Norris
· Zoom ID: 844 1997 5705 | Passcode: STMARY
Sunday 10 May: Sixth Sunday of Easter and Christian Aid Week
· 8:00 am: Holy Communion (BCP)
· 10:00 am: Family and Parish Communion with Christian Aid Support
· 6:30 pm: E-Worship led by the E-Team
· Zoom ID: 590 692 0741 | Passcode: 676561
Sunday 17 May: Seventh Sunday of Easter 
· 8:00 am: Holy Communion (BCP)
· 10:00 am: Parish Communion
· 6:30 pm: E-Worship led by Tracey Page 
· Zoom ID: 844 1997 5705 | Passcode: STMARY

Parish News & Notices
· Thank You: Thanks to everyone who helped with the Church Spring Clean on Saturday 25 April. The church looks so much more cared for.
· Brass Cleaning: Polishing session on 9 May at 10:30 am. Protective gloves, cleaning materials, and cordial chatter provided. Please volunteer!
· Christian Aid Week (10–18 May): On 10 May at 10 am, join us to learn about urban farming in small spaces. Donation envelopes available in pews from today.
· Doom Painting Talk: 13 May at 7:00 pm. Paul Shakeshaft presents a talk following the Friends AGM. All are welcome.
· Learning to Pray: 27 May, 7:00 pm. Explore the Lord’s Prayer and Shalom Prayer in a guided session.
· Parish Talk: 28 May, 7:00 pm. Helen Clarke-Hill presents “Treasure doesn’t always sparkle,” sharing insights into local archaeological finds (Community Room).
· Save the Date:
· 13 June: Gift Day and Garden Party (Vicarage Gardens, 2–5 pm).
· 23 June: Friends Bletchley Park Coach Tour.
· 13 August: Friends Day at Aldeburgh.

The Life of the Parish Weekly Diary:
Mon 4 May
8:30 am: Morning Prayer (At Home)
2:00 pm: No Pilgrim Group this week
Thu 7 May
8:30 am: Morning Prayer (Church)
Sat 9 May
10:30 am: Brass Cleaning
Mon 11 May
8:30 am: Morning Prayer (Church) 
2:00 pm: Pilgrim Group: Jesus’ Ascension (at Vicarage)
Tue 12 May
6:00 pm: Visitation by the Rural Dean
Wed 13 May
7:00 pm: Friends AGM & "Doom Painting" Talk
Thu 14 May
8:30 am: Morning Prayer (Church)

Who’s Who: Contact Directory
Clergy
· Vicar: Rev Canon Dr Julie Norris | 07771 984699 | revjulienorris@gmail.com
· Associate Priest: Fr Edward Westrip TSSF | 07858 461872 | edward.westrip@btinternet.com
Churchwardens
· Mrs Helen Clarke-Hill: 07761 483203| churchwarden@stmarysgreatshelford.org
· Mr Kim Lane: 07825 769779| kimberley.lane@ntlworld.com
Parish Team
· Safeguarding: Tracey Page (07563 725715) | normapage@ntlworld.com
Children & Families: Gillian Pett| gillian.pett29@gmail.com
Website: David Wilding wildingdavid1@gmail.com & David Peacock| dkp5506@yahoo.com
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