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PARISH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN GREAT SHELFORD

ANNOUNCED TODAY The Right Revd Dr Joanne Woolway Grenfell, the Bishop of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich, is delighted to announce that The Revd Dr Sarah West has been appointed as Team Vicar in The Sole Bay Team Ministry. Sarah will be licensed on Sunday 18th October 3pm at St Peter & St Paul’s Church Wangford. 
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THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 


26 JULY  2026
10am


Welcome to St Mary’s, and to the service today.
If you would like a clergy visit, please let us know.
Please note that when asked to kneel or stand, you can do this in body or in heart.
THE GATHERING
Please stand as the Choir process to the back and the first hymn is announced.
OPENING HYMN  
1. All my hope on God is founded;
He doth still my trust renew.
Me through change and chance he guideth,
Only good and only true.
God unknown, He alone
Calls my heart to be his own.
2. Pride of man and earthly glory,
Sword and crown betray his trust;
What with care and toil he buildeth,
Tower and temple, fall to dust
But God's power, Hour by hour,
Is my temple and my tower.
3. God's great goodness aye endureth,
Deep his wisdom, passing thought:
Splendour, light and life attend him,
Beauty springeth out of naught.
Evermore. From his store
New-born worlds rise and adore.
4. Daily doth th'Almighty giver
Bounteous gifts on us bestow;
His desire our soul delighteth,
Pleasure leads us where we go.
Love doth stand, At his hand;
Joy doth wait on his command.
5. Still from man to God eternal
Sacrifice of praise be done,
High above all praises praising
For the gift of Christ his Son.
Christ doth call, One and all:
Ye who follow shall not fall.
J. Neander. Tune MICHAEL  

Please remain standing  as the president says,
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
All 		Amen. 
THE WELCOME
THE ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING REV DR SARAH WEST
THE GREETING   
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
		and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
All   	and also with you. 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
All 	Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All   	Amen. Lord, have mercy.
PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
Silence is kept. Please sit or kneel.
	God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.
All 	Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.
ABSOLUTION 
May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
All   	Amen. 	
We stand and pray together as the children prepare to leave for their activities
All 	Creator God, we thank you for giving us Jesus as our Saviour: 
he blessed the children who came to him, 
and welcomes those who come to him now. 
Look with love upon these children 
and protect them with your care. 
May they grow in wisdom, age and strength in your presence 
and in the sight of all. 
We ask this through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
We remain standing to sing the Gloria and remain standing for the Collect.
THE GLORIA
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.
Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, Heav’nly King, Almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.
Lord, Jesus Christ, only son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us:
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.
For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.          David Thorne
THE COLLECT 
All	Almighty Lord and everlasting God,
we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern
both our hearts and bodies
in the ways of your laws and the works of your commandments;
that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever,
we may be preserved in body and soul;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Please sit for the first two readings.
FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5-12
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should give you.”  And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.  And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right,  
I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.
 	This is the word of the Lord.
All 	Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING Romans 8:26-39
 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 3Who is to condemn? It is Christ[f] who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
This is the word of the Lord
All	Thanks be to God.
Please stand to sing the hymn
GRADUAL HYMN    O God you search me and you know 
1.  King of glory, King of peace, I will love thee;
And that love may never cease, I will move thee.
Thou hast granted my request, Thou hast heard me;
Thou didst note my working breast, Thou hast spared me.


2. Wherefore with my utmost art, I will sing thee,
And the cream of all my heart, I will bring thee.
Though my sins against me cried, Thou didst clear me;
And alone, when they replied, Thou didst hear me.
3. Seven whole days, not one in seven, I will praise thee;
In my heart, though not in heaven, I can raise thee.
Small it is, in this poor sort, To enrol thee:
E'en eternity's too short, To extol thee.
George Herbert.  Tune. GWALCHMAI
THE GOSPEL   Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52
Please remain standing and face the Gospel
Alleluia, alleluia. The word of the Lord endures for ever.
The word of the Lord is the good news announced to you.
All 	Alleluia. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All 	Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;  it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;  when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
	This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
All	Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON 
THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Please sit or kneel to pray,
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father.
At the end 
Merciful Father, 
All 	accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 	
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
THE PEACE 	
Please stand.
Blessed are the peacemakers;
they shall be called children of God.
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All   	and also with you. 
       	Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

OFFERTORY HYMN  364  ‘God is Love: let heav'n adore him’ 
1. God is Love: let heav'n adore him  
God is Love: let earth rejoice;
Let creation sing before him,
And exalt him with one voice.
He who laid the earth's foundation,
He who spread the heav'ns above,
He who breathes through all creation,
He is Love, eternal Love.
2. God is Love: and he enfoldeth
All the world in one embrace;
With unfailing grasp he holdeth
Every child of every race.
And when human hearts are breaking
Under sorrow's iron rod,
Then they find that selfsame aching
Deep within the heart of God.
3. God is Love: and though With blindness
Sin afflicts the souls of men,
God's eternal loving-kindness
Holds and guides them even then.
Sin and death and hell shall never
o'er us final triumph gain;
God is Love, so Love for ever
O'er the universe must reign.
Timothy Rees. Tune BLAENWERN

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE  
Please remain standing  as bread and wine, symbols of our lives and the life of the world, are placed on the altar and offered to God.
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, 
the splendour, and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you, and of your own do we give you. 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The president says 
		The Lord is here
All	His Spirit is with us
		Lift up your hearts.
All 	We lift them to the Lord.			
		Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	All	It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
your only Son our Lord. 
For he is your living Word; 
through him you have created all things from the beginning, 
and formed us in your own image. 
Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, 
giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross; 
you raised him from the dead 
and exalted him to your right hand on high. 
Through him you have sent upon us your holy and life-giving Spirit, 
and made us a people for your own possession. 
Therefore, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name,  
for ever praising you and singing
SANCTUS / BENEDICTUS
All   	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.                 David Thorne
Please remain standing, if you are able  for the consecration. The President says,
	
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup 
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom; 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All	Christ has died: Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
Please be seated
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with St Mary and all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 
All 	Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
All   	Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen
BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The president breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All   	Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
GIVING OF COMMUNION
The president says 
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
And feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
[bookmark: _Hlk163147375]AGNUS DEI 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  grant us peace.     David Thorne                     
If you normally receive communion in your usual Church you are welcome to do so here.  Gluten free wafers and wafers with wine already intincted are available, please ask, but please do not dip. If you would like to receive a blessing please carry this Booklet.
HYMN DURING THE COMMUNION  272    All for Jesus
1. All for Jesus! all for Jesus!
This our song shall ever be;
For we have not hope nor Saviour
If we have not hope in thee.
2. All for Jesus! thou wilt give us
Strength to serve thee hour by hour:
None can move us from thy presence
While we trust thy love and power.
3. All for Jesus! at thine altar
Thou dost give us sweet content;
There, dear Saviour, we receive thee
In thy holy sacrament.
4. All for Jesus! thou hast loved us,
All for Jesus! thou hast died,
All for Jesus! thou art with us,
All for Jesus, glorified!
5. All for Jesus! All for Jesus!
This the Church's song shall be,
Till at last the flock is gathered
One in love, and one in thee.
W. J. Sparrow - Simpson  Tune ALL FOR JESUS
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Strengthen for service, Lord,
the hands that have taken holy things;
may the ears which have heard your word
be deaf to clamour and dispute;
may the tongues which have sung your praise be free from deceit;
may the eyes which have seen the tokens of your love
shine with the light of hope;
and may the bodies which have been fed with your body
be refreshed with the fullness of your life;
glory to you for ever.

Thanksgiving, said by everyone. 


All 	Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
SUNDAY CLUB FEEDBACK, FINDING MARY MOUSE  & NOTICES  
HYMN   407      ‘Lord thy word abideth’
1. Lord, thy word abideth,
And our footsteps guideth;
Who its truth believeth,
Light and joy receiveth.
2. When our foes are near us,
Then thy word doth cheer us,
Word of consolation,
Message of salvation.
3. When the storms are o'er us,
And dark clouds before us,
Then its light directeth,
And our way protecteth.
4. Who can tell the pleasure,
Who recount the treasure
By thy word imparted
To the simple-hearted?
5. Word of mercy, giving
Succour to the living;
Word of life, supplying
Comfort to the dying.
6. O that we discerning
Its most holy learning,
Lord, may love and fear thee,
Evermore be near thee!
  H. W. Baker Tune RAVENSHAW



THE DISMISSAL 
We remain standing

THE BLESSING
Generous God,
you give us gifts and make them grow:
though our faith is small as mustard seed,
make it grow to your glory
and the flourishing of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All	Amen.

	The blessing of Almighty God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
be with you now and always.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All	In the name of Christ. Amen

Common Worship,  material in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2000 and 2008. 
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