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10am
16 August 2026

Welcome to St Mary’s, and to the service today.
If you would like to get to know us better, please contact one of us below. If you would like a clergy visit, please let us know.
Please note that all instructions can be carried out with body or with heart
Devotional Prayer
You may find it helpful to spend a short time of devotional prayer  before the service starts.
On this Feast Day, reflect on these words of St. Ephrem (250AD) which are thought to be the oldest prayer to Mary.  This prayer talks of her as Theotokos – or the God bearer.  She is seen as the Mother of God. She is not being heralded as God, or part of the Trinity, but as one who represents and intercedes for Christ’s Church.
The Sub Tuum Praesidium 
WE fly to thy patronage, O holy Mother of God; despise not our petitions in our necessities, but deliver us always from all dangers,
 O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen.
Before the service begins there will be a short fire evacuation announcement.
Please stand as the first hymn is announced.
[bookmark: _Hlk205884468]OPENING HYMN: 439:  Praise to the Holiest in the height (omit vv 3,5)
1. Praise to the Holiest in the height,
And in the depth be praise,
In all his words most wonderful,
Most sure in all his ways.
2. O loving wisdom of our God!
When all was sin and shame,
A second Adam to the fight
And to the rescue came.
3. And that a higher gift than grace
Should flesh and blood refine,
God's presence and his very self,
And essence all-divine.
4. And in the garden secretly,
And on the cross on high,
Should teach his brethren and inspire
To suffer and to die.
5. Praise to the Holiest in the height,
And in the depth be praise,
In all his words most wonderful,
Most sure in all his ways.  
John Henry Newman 1801-90 Tune GERONTIUS
THE GREETING 
The president says
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. 
All	Amen.
The president greets the people
BANNS
Banns between Henry Llewelyn Tully and Ewa Monika Maciage  
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
All	and also with you.
PRAYER OF PREPARATION
All	Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
INVITATION TO CONFESSION
Please sit or kneel to pray
We have done what was wrong in the Lord’s sight
and chosen what displeased him.
Yet as a mother comforts her child,
so shall the Lord himself comfort us.
So let us come to him who knows our every deed and thought.


Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of Peace:
Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in your presence as your children. We have sinned: Lord, have mercy.
All 	Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary:
The Virgin Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. Forgive our disobedience to your will. We have sinned: Christ, have mercy.
All 	Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh and splendour of the Father; 
Your Son our Saviour was born in poverty in a manger. Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. We have sinned: Lord, have mercy.
All 	Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you,
 pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
All	Amen
We stand and pray together as the children prepare to leave for their activities;
All       Creator God, we thank you for giving us Jesus as our Saviour: 
he blessed the children who came to him,
and welcomes those who come to him now. 
Look with love upon these children and protect them with your care.
May they grow in wisdom, age and strength in your presence 
and in the sight of all. We ask this through your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
We remain standing to sing








GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.
Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, Heav’nly King, Almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.
Lord, Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us:
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.
For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.              David Thorne
THE COLLECT

Almighty and everlasting God,
who stooped to raise fallen humanity
through the child-bearing of blessed Mary:
grant that we, who have seen your glory
revealed in our human nature
and your love made perfect in our weakness,
may daily be renewed in your image
and conformed to the pattern of your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord,
Who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen
Please sit for the readings 
FIRST READING -  Isaiah 61. 10 - 11
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
	This is the word of the Lord  
All	Thanks be to God.	
THE SECOND READING – Galatians 4. 4 - 7
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 'Abba! Father!' So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.
	This is the word of the Lord  
All	Thanks be to God.	
[bookmark: _Hlk205884502]GRADUAL HYMN:  480:  In Christ there is no East or West
1. In Christ there is no East or West,
In him no South or North,
But one great fellowship of love
Throughout the whole wide earth.
2. Join hands, then, brothers of the faith,
Whate'er your race may be;
Who serves my Father as a son
Is surely kin to me.
3. In Christ now meet both East and West,
In him meet South and North,
All Christlike souls are one in him,
Throughout the whole wide earth.          John Oxenham  Tune ST. STEPHEN NEH 15
Please stand and face the Gospel 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia. My soul magnifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.
All	Alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Luke
All	Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL READING -   Luke 1. 46 - 55
Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;  he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All	Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated
SERMON
THE CREED  Let us stand to affirm our faith.
All	We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,  begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION      Please sit or kneel to pray
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ 
let us pray to the Father.
At the end of the prayers this prayer may be used,
Almighty and everlasting God,
your handmaid Mary magnified your name
and rejoiced in your saving love:
trusting in that same love, we ask all these our prayers
through Jesus Christ our Lord

Merciful Father,
All	accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.
 			THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
THE PEACE
Please stand
God is love and those who live in love live in God and God lives in them.
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All	and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
OFFERTORY HYMN 185:  Sing we of the blessèd Mother
1. Sing we of the blessèd Mother
Who received the angel's word,
And obedient to his summons
Bore in love the infant Lord;
Sing we of the joys of Mary
At whose breast that child was fed
Who is Son of God eternal
And the everlasting Bread.
2. Sing we, too, of Mary's sorrows,
Of the sword that pierced her through,
When beneath the cross of Jesus
She his weight of suffering knew,
Looked upon her Son and Saviour
Reigning high on Calvary's tree,
Saw the price of man's redemption
Paid to set the sinner free.
3. Sing again the joys of Mary
When she saw the risen Lord,
And in prayer with Christ's apostles,
Waited on his promised word;
From on high the blazing glory
Of the Spirit's presence came,
Heavenly breath of God's own being,
Manifest through wind and flame.
4. Sing the chiefest joy of Mary
When on earth her work was done,
And the Lord of all creation
Brought her to his heavenly home:
Virgin Mother, Mary blessèd,
Raised on high and crowned with grace,
May your Son, the world's redeemer,
Grant us all to see his face.  G.B. Timms b 1910. Tune ABBOT'S LEIGH
PRAYERS AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
Please remain standing 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your goodness we have this bread and wine to set before you, which earth has given and human hands have made. They will become for us the bread of life and cup of salvation. 
All 	Blessed be God forever. 

God our Saviour, whose mercy is from generation to generation: 
In this sacrament may we share with our mother Mary 
The fullness of joy in your kingdom 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
All  	Amen.
Please remain standing 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord is here.
All	His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
All	We lift them to the Lord.
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All	It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good, our duty and our salvation,
almighty Father, ever-living God,
to proclaim the wonders you have worked in all your saints, and on the feast of Mary, ever blessed, to echo her praise of your loving kindness.
For you have truly done great things
and holy is your name,
and your mercy is on those who fear you
in every generation.
When you looked with favour on your lowly servant
you remembered your promise of mercy
and gave the world through her
your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Through him the hosts of heaven adore you
and rejoice in your presence for ever.
May our voices join with theirs in the triumphant hymn of praise:
SANCTUS/BENEDICTUS
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  		David Thorne
Please kneel or sit
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All	Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Saint Mary and of all the saints, may praise and glorify you forever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.
All    	    Amen


THE LORD’S PRAYER

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The president breaks the consecrated bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All	Though we are many, we are one body, 
	because we all share in one bread.
GIVING OF COMMUNION
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

All	We do not presume to come to this your table, 
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

AGNUS DEI
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.        David Thorne
[image: A chalice and bread with grapes and bread

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]If you normally receive communion in your usual Church you are welcome to do so here. If you would like a wafer with the wine already present, please ask, but do not dip. Similarly, if you would like gluten free wafer, please ask. If you would like a blessing please carry this booklet.
[bookmark: _Hlk205884732]COMMUNION 161:  For Mary, Mother of the Lord
1. For Mary, Mother of the Lord
God's holy name be praised,
Who first the Son of God adored
As on her child she gazed.
2. The angel Gabriel brought the word
She should Christ's mother be;
Our Lady, handmaid of the Lord,
Made answer willingly.
3. The heavenly call she thus obeyed,
And so God's will was done;
The second Eve love's answer made
Which our redemption won.
4. She gave her body for God's shrine,
Her heart to piercing pain,
And knew the cost of love divine
When Jesus Christ was slain.
5. Dear Mary, from your lowliness
And home in Galilee,
There comes a joy and holiness
To every family.
6. Hail, Mary, you are full of grace,
Above all women blest;
Blest in your Son, whom your embrace
In birth and death confessed.   .R. Peacey 1896-1971 Tune ST. BOTOLPH (NEH 385) 
 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God most high,
whose handmaid bore the Word made flesh:
we thank you that in this sacrament of our redemption
you visit us with your Holy Spirit
and overshadow us by your power;
strengthen us to walk with Mary 
the joyful path of obedience
and so to bring forth the fruits of holiness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All	Amen

All	Lord, we have broken your bread 
and received your life.
By the power of your Spirit keep us always in your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SUNDAY CLUB FEEDBACK Mary Mouse  & NOTICES  
After the notices, please stand to sing
[bookmark: _Hlk205884794]RECESSIONAL 186 Tell out, my soul
1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord:
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;
Tender to me the promise of his word;
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.
2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name:
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
His mercy sure, from age to age the same;
His holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One.
3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might:
Powers and dominions lay their glory by;
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high.
4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word:
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
To children's children and forevermore.   
 			Timothy Dudley-Smith  Tune Woodlands
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
We praise you for the many blessings
you have given to those who worship you here:
and we pray that all who seek you in this place may find you, and, being filled with the Holy Spirit,
may become a living temple acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 	Amen
THE DISMISSAL
THE BLESSING
The Lord be with you 
All 	and also with you. 
May the Father, 
who has loved the eternal Son 
from before the foundation of the world, 
shed that love upon you his children.
All 	Amen. 
May Christ, 
who by his incarnation gathered into one 
things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with joy and peace. 
All 	Amen. 
May the Holy Spirit, 
by whose overshadowing Mary became the God-bearer, give you grace to carry the good news of Christ.
All 	Amen.
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always.
All 	Amen. 
Go in the peace of Christ. 
All	Thanks be to God.

You are warmly invited to join us for refreshments in the Community Room after this service.
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England and Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this order of service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2006.
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