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Newsletter: Sunday 6 September 2026
Thirteenth after Trinity


You can donate to St Mary the Virgin Church using this QR code.

St Mary’s Website


Thought for the Week
My Father is working……………………………………and I am working (John 5.17). This was the response of
Jesus to the religious leaders criticizing Him for healing a sick man on the Sabbath. To them breaking
the rule about working on the Sabbath was of greater importance than the mercy of God’s healing.
God never stops providing for His creation and Jesus, God made man, works in harmony with Him.
Dear Lord, You work in mysterious ways Your wonders to perform and we cannot always understand
hard times or pain. We pray that overwhelmingly tragic and difficult situations will through Your
love and mercy ultimately bring comfort and healing to all. Amen 					David Peacock
Still to come Sunday 
· 11:15 am  Young Pilgrim Group.  PCC and activities.
· 12.15 am Picnic
· 06:30 pm E-Worship (Led by Tracey Page) 
· Zoom  ID: 844 1997 5705 | Passcode: STMARY
Sunday 13  September Fifteenth Sunday After Trinity 
· 08:00 am: Holy Communion (BCP)
· 10:00 am: Family and Parish Communion 
· 06:30 pm E-Worship (Led by The E-Team) 
· Zoom ID: 590 692 0741 | Passcode: 676561
Sunday 20 September Sixteenth Sunday After Trinity 
· 08:00 am: Holy Communion (BCP)
· 10:00 am: Parish Communion 
· 11.15am:  Young Pilgrim Group PCC Meeting 
· 06:30 pm E-Worship (Led by Amanda Tuck) 
· Zoom  ID: 844 1997 5705 | Passcode: STMARY

TODAY
6 September - ‘Starting back to school’ - Children and Families Picnic:  There will be an informal Bring and Share Picnic  on Saturday 6 September after church, Young Pilgrim Group and Coffee.  In the Churchyard or Community Room.  There will be some activities for children, a blessing of backpacks, and prayers as term begins again.
6 September - Young Pilgrim Group: There are some exciting ideas to share at a YPG PCC meeting. In Church at 11.15am.
NOTICES
Eleanor Witter has taken over producing the Weekly Newsletter from Tuesday 8 September.  Please make sure that you send her the information that you want to be in the Newsletter.  Eleanor’s contact details are Eleanorcwitter@gmail.com.  Tel 01223 977586.
Christian Aid:  We will be supporting Christian Aid again during our Harvest Service on 4 October. The focus will be on South Sudan.  We will also be thinking about  the ongoing work in Nepal and Tibet to recover the infrastructure destroyed by the floods.

Coming Soon…
7 September Adult Pilgrim Group: We are going to be looking at the 5 marks of Mission. There is a video, discussion and a time to prayerfully reflect. We meet at 2pm in the Vicarage. You are welcome to join us.
10 September Parish Talk: Eleanor Witter will give an illustrated talk, ‘Travelling alone at 85’. Travelling can be the journey of travel and holidays as well as the journey of life. Enjoyment of life can come from meeting people and taking advantage of situations and offers that arise.  There will slides which include Uluru (Ayers Rock) at 7pm in the Community Room.  
12 September - Ride and Stride:  People will walk or cycle to visit churches in the area and through sponsorship, raise funds for the Historic Churches Trust.  Ride + Stride is the single largest source of income for many Historic Churches Trusts enabling them to make Grants to places of Christian worship. The funds raised can be split between the nominated Trust and the participants chosen church.  So if you are sponsored to ride or walk to visit a church on this day, St Mary’s could benefit.  It is fun.  On the day we would like to welcome those who visit us.  At the moment we have a few people signed up, but we need some more helpers.
4 October - Harvest Festival: Get ready to decorate the Church.  There will be a harvest festival lunch. 
22 October Parish Talk:  Amanda Tuck will bring along a Victorian Magic Lantern and tell us about the history as well as enable us to experience and enjoy  her Magic Lantern.  7pm in the Community Room.  
17 November  - Showing of the film, ‘People’s emergency briefing’ followed by discussion: Information about climate changes and how we might adapt locally.  The film is challenging and rated for over 16 year olds.  There will be local leaders from different groups and political perspective focusing on what we can do locally to adapt to change.  This will take place in The Free Church 7.30pm – 9.30pm.
Church Yard WhatsApp Group: Helen Clark-Hill would like to start a WhatsApp Group of people who are willing to help with the upkeep of the Church Yard. If you could do this, please let Helen know and give her your telephone details.
The Life of the Parish Weekly Diary:
Mon 7 Sept
8:30 am:	Morning Prayer (Church)
02:00pm:	Pilgrim Meeting.  We start our weekly Monday afternoon meetings again, (The Vicarage) Marks of Mission Session 1 - Tell
Tues 8 Sept
07.30 pm 	Friends Committee Meeting (Community Room)
Wed 9 Sept
 07:00pm	PCC Meeting  (The Vicarage)
Thurs 10 Sept
8:30 am:	Morning Prayer (Church)
Mon 14 Sept
8:30 am:	Morning Prayer (Church)
02:00pm:	Pilgrim Meeting.  Monday afternoon  (The Community Room) Session 2 -  Teach
Thurs 17 Sept
8:30 am:	Morning Prayer (Church)
11:00am:	Cambridgeshire Care Home Communion Service
Mon 21 Sept
8:30 am:	Morning Prayer (Church)
02:00pm:	Pilgrim Meeting.  Monday afternoon. (The Community Room) Session 3 TEND
Thurs 24 Sept
8:30 am:	Morning Prayer (Church)
14:00am:	Barley Manor Care Home Communion Service
Mon 28 Sept
8:30 am:	Morning Prayer (Church)
02:00pm:	Pilgrim Meeting.  Monday afternoon, (The Community Room) Session 4  - TRANSFORM 
 Road and Parking changes:  Shortly there is to be a set of traffic lights installed outside the Church in Church Lane.  Over the Summer and into Autumn this will be a temporary arrangement with the prospect of being replaced by a permanent fixture.  The number of on street parking spaces will be greatly reduced. The arrangement with the school on Sunday will remain.  Please make your views known to the Parish Council.

Who’s Who: Contact Directory
Ministry Team
· Vicar: Rev Canon Dr Julie Norris | 07771 984699 | revjulienorris@gmail.com
· Associate Priest: Fr Edward Westrip TSSF | 07858 461872 |edward.westrip@btinternet.com
· Licensed Lay Minister  currently assisting: Mrs Amanda Tuck | 07840862281 | amandatuck@gmail.com
Authorised Lay Ministers 
· Children & Families ALM: Gillian Pett | gillian.pett29@gmail.com
· Preacher ALM:  Tracey Page: | 07563 725715 | normapage@ntlworld.com 
Churchwardens
· Mrs Helen Clarke-Hill | 07761 483203 | churchwarden@stmarysgreatshelford.org
· Dr Claire Benn  cmabenn+churchwarden@gmail.com
Treasurer - James Norris | treasurer@stmarysgreatshelford.org
Safeguarding Officer - Tracey Page | 07563 725715 | normapage@ntlworld.com
Website  - David Wilding |  wildingdavid1@gmail.com & David Peacock| dkp5506@yahoo.com
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