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PARISH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN
GREAT SHELFORD 
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16th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

10am 20 SEPTEMBER 2026

PARISH COMMUNION

Welcome to St Mary the Virgin Church.

David Thorne Setting of the Mass




Please note that when asked to kneel or stand, you can do this in body or in heart.
Please stand as the first hymn is announced.
OPENING HYMN  -  For the fruits of all creation
1. For the fruits of all creation
Thanks be to God;
For his gifts to every nation
Thanks be to God;
For the ploughing, sowing, reaping,
Silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safe keeping,
Thanks be to God.
2. In the just reward of labour,
God’s will is done;
In the help we give our neighbour,
God’s will is done;
In our worldwide task of caring
For the hungry and despairing,
In the harvests we are sharing,
God’s will is done.
3. For the harvests of the Spirit,
Thanks be to God;
For the good we all inherit,
Thanks be to God;
For the wonders that astound us,
For the truths that still confound us,
Most of all, that love has found us,
Thanks be to God.
Fred Pratt Green Tune  245 AR HYD Y NOS
THE GATHERING
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
All	and also with you.


PRAYER OF PREPARATION
All	Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW 
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is this: 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’
The second is this:  ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All	 Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
Please sit or kneel 
God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit.
Let us therefore put away all anger  and bitterness, 
all slander and malice,  and confess our sins to God our redeemer.   
All 	Father eternal,  giver of light and grace, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour; 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love,  and marred your image in us. 
We are sorry, and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past;  and lead us out from darkness 
to walk as children of light.  Amen. 
 	May the God of love and power forgive you 
and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
All   	Amen. 
We stand and pray together as the children leave for their activities 
All	Creator God,  we thank you for giving us Jesus as our Saviour: 
he blessed the children who came to him and welcomes 
those who come to him now.  
Look with love upon these children 
and protect them with your care. 
May they grow in wisdom, age and strength in your presence 
and in the sight of all.  
We ask this through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
We remain standing to sing the Gloria
THE GLORIA
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.
Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.
Lord, Jesus Christ, only son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us:
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.
For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the Highest.         


THE COLLECT 
Please remain standing. The president introduces a period of silent prayer
Lord of creation,
whose glory is around and within us:
open our eyes to your wonders,
that we may serve you with reverence
and know your peace at our lives’ end,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Please sit for the first readings 
FIRST READING   Jonah 3.10 and 4.1- 11
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD and said, ‘O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ And the LORD said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.
The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’
But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, angry enough to die.’ Then the LORD said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labour and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?’
This is the word of the Lord.
All 	Thanks be to God
SECOND READING:  Philippians 1. 21-30 
Paul writes, For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
This is the word of the Lord.
All 	Thanks be to God
GRADUAL HYMN 456 TEACH me, my God and King,
1. TEACH me, my God and King,
In all things thee to see;
And what I do in anything
To do it as for thee!
2. A man that looks on glass,
On it may stay his eye;
Or if he pleaseth, through it pass,
And then the heaven espy.
3. All may of thee partake;
Nothing can be so mean,
Which, with this tincture, 'for thy sake',
Will not grow bright and clean.
4. A servant with this clause
Makes drudgery divine;
Who sweeps a room, as for thy laws,
Makes that and the action fine.
5. This is the famous stone
That turneth all to gold;
For that which God doth touch and own
Cannot for less be told.    Words: George Herbert.  Tune. SANDYS.
THE GOSPEL Matthew 20 1-16
Alleluia, alleluia
	 
	I am the light of the world, says the Lord.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.  cf John 8.12
All          Alleluia



Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All 	Glory to you, O Lord.
‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard.  After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the same. And about five o'clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.”  When those hired about five o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.  Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.”  But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.  Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’
	This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
All	Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated 
SERMON   
Short silence
THE NICENE CREED 
Please stand as the president says,
Let us affirm our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is,  seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Please sit or kneel to pray
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father.
At the end 
Merciful Father, 
All 	accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 	
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
THE PEACE 	
Please stand 
Jesus says: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do I give you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All    	and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

OFFERTORY HYMN:  461  There's a wideness in God's mercy 
1. There's a wideness in God's mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;
There's a kindness in his justice
Which is more than liberty.
2. There is no place where earth's sorrows
Are more felt than up in heaven;
There is no place where earth's failings
Have such kindly judgement given.
3. For the love of God is broader
Than the measure of man's mind;
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.
4. But we make his love too narrow
By false limits of our own;
And we magnify his strictness
With a zeal he will not own.
5. There is plentiful redemption
In the blood that has been shed;
There is joy for all the members
In the sorrows of the Head.
6. There is grace enough for thousands
Of new worlds as great as this;
There is room for fresh creations
In that upper home of bliss.
7. If our love were but more simple,
We should take him at his word;
And our lives would be all gladness
In the joy of Christ our Lord.  F.W. Faber 1814-63 Tune CORVEDALE

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE  
Please remain standing  
Blessed be God, who feeds the hungry,
who raises the poor, who fills our praise.
All   	Blessed be God for ever.
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The president says 
		The Lord is here
All	His Spirit is with us
		Lift up your hearts.
All 	We lift them to the Lord.			
		Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	All	It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places
to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King,
almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
And now we give you thanks
because you are the source of light and life
you made us in your image
and called us to new life in him.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:
Sanctus / Benedictus
All   	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.                 David Thorne
Please kneel or sit
Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.
Christ is the bread of life:
All	When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,
until you come in glory.
Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:
All   	Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
All   	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.   Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The president breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All   	Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
GIVING OF COMMUNION
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
AGNUS DEI 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:   have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:   grant us peace.                                                                      
				David Thorne 
You are welcome to receive if this is your practice. If you prefer to receive a blessing please carry this booklet to the Altar Rail. If you wish to receive Gluten Free, or wafers with wine already added please ask at the altar.  Please do not dip. 
HYMN DURING COMMUNION  400  Light of the minds that know him
1. Light of the minds that know him:
May Christ be light to mine;
My sun in risen splendour,
My light of truth divine;
My guide in doubt and darkness,
My true and living way,
My clear light ever shining
My dawn of heaven's day.
2. Life of the souls that love him:
May Christ be ours indeed;
The living bread from heaven
On whom our spirits feed;
Who died for love of sinners
To bear our guilty load,
And make of life's brief journey
A new Emmaus road.
3. Strength of the wills that serve him:
May Christ be strength to me,
Who stilled the storm and tempest,
Who calmed the tossing sea;
His Spirit's power to move me,
His will to master mine,
His cross to carry daily
And conquer in his sign.
4. May it be ours to know him
That we may truly love,
And loving, fully serve him
As serve the saints above;
Till in that home of glory
With fadeless splendour bright,
We serve in perfect freedom
Our Strength, our Life, our Light.  
Timothy Dudley-Smith  Tune: ELLACOMBE
 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord, we pray that your grace
may always precede and follow us,
and make us continually to be given to all good works;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All	Amen
All 	Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
SUNDAY CLUB FEEDBACK,  MARY MOUSE  & NOTICES  

CLOSING HYMN:   Lord, for the years
1. Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
Urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
Sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.
2. Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
Speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise.
3. Lord, for our land in this our generation,
Spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:
For young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord, of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.
4. Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt you,
Loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,
Hungry and helpless, lost indeed without you:
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.
5. Lord for ourselves; in living pow'r remake us-
Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne,
Past put behind us, for the future take us:
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.
Timothy Dudley-Smith Tune Lord of the years
THE BLESSING
The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always.
All	Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
Go in the peace of Christ. 
All	Thanks be to God. 

You are warmly invited to join us for refreshments in the Community Room after this service.
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