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A warm welcome to St Mary the Virgin Church today as all generations meet together. As the choir go to the back for the procession the president asks for some helpers to give out invitations.
RECEIVING THE INVITATION 
Please stand.
The King has prepared a table; the banquet is ready.
All: 	We come, called by grace to enter his presence.
Let us put on the garments of praise and thanksgiving.
All: 	We gather to worship the God who welcomes us all.
HYMN 408 Love Divine, all loves excelling,
1. Love Divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
All thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart.
2. Come, almighty to deliver,
Let us all thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve thee as thy hosts above,
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
Glory in thy perfect love.
3. Finish, then thy new creation,
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see thy great salvation,
Perfectly restored in thee,
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 		C Wesley. BLAENWERN
THE WELCOME AND GATHERING
The president says
We meet in the name of God:
All   	Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
The president greets the people and invites them to sit
WELCOME TO THE PARTY 
PRAYERS OF PREPARATION
All	Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
Jesus calls us to the heavenly wedding banquet, 
where God welcomes all with abundant grace and joy.
Yet we often make excuses, refuse his invitation, 
or turn up unwilling to be transformed 
and clothed in his righteousness.
In penitence and faith, let us confess our sins, 
trusting in the mercy of the King.
Please sit or kneel 
All	Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have neglected your invitation
and preferred our own ways.
Forgive us, restore us,
and clothe us in the grace of your Son,
that we may enter into your joy,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The president says
May almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you the things you have done wrong,
and bring you to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All	Amen.
Please stand

THE COLLECT
Faithful Lord,
whose steadfast love never ceases
and whose mercies never come to an end:
grant us the grace to trust you
and to receive the gifts of your love,
new every morning, in Jesus Christ our Lord.	Amen
HYMN 239. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy
1.		Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
		Whose trust, ever child-like, no care could destroy,
		Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
		Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
2.		Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
		Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
		Be there at our labours, and give us, we pray,
		Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
3.		Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
		Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,
		Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
		Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
4.		Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
		Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
		Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
		Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
                                                  Jan Struther (1901-1953) Music SLANE.
THE GOSPEL - Matthew 22:1-14
Please remain standing and turn to face the Gospel
Hear the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All 	Glory to you O Lord
Jesus used stories to tell other things to the people. He said,  “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding feast for his son. The king invited some people to the feast. When the feast was ready, the king sent his servants to tell the people to come. But they refused to come to the feast.
“Then the king sent other servants. He said to them, ‘Tell those who have been invited that my feast is ready. I have killed my best bulls and calves for the dinner. Everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’
 “But the people refused to listen to the servants. They went to do other things. 
One went to work in his field, and another went to his business.  Some of the other people grabbed the servants, beat them, and killed them.  The king was very angry. He sent his army to kill the people who had killed his servants. And the army burned their city.
“After that, the king said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready. I invited those people, but they were not worthy to come.  So go to the street corners and invite everyone you see. Tell them to come to my feast.’ So the servants went into the streets. They gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad. And the wedding hall was filled with guests.
“Then the king came in to see all the guests. He saw a man there who was not dressed in the right clothes for a wedding. The king said, ‘Friend, how were you allowed to come in here? You are not wearing the right clothes for a wedding.’ But the man said nothing. So the king told some servants, ‘Tie this man’s hands and feet. Throw him out into the darkness. In that place, people will cry and grind their teeth with pain.’
“Yes, many are invited. But only a few are chosen.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All 	Praise to you O Christ
REFLECTION   -  Three surprising things about this feast
1. The people who have place settings
2. The things that we wear 
3. The role of the invited guests.
PRAYER 	
· Lord, forgive us when we hold onto our own time, our own plans, and our own comfort.
· Thank you for inviting us freely to your banquet and clothing us in your grace.
· Clothe us with your love, and send us out to serve our neighbours, placing others before ourselves.
Please stand for the Peace
THE PEACE
God has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light,
clothing us in the peace and righteousness of Christ.
Let us offer one another a sign of that peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All	And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
All may exchange a sign of peace.
OFFERTORY HYMN   We Believe in God the Father
1. We believe in God the Father,
God Almighty, by whose plan
Earth and Heaven sprang into being,
All created things began.
We believe in Christ the Saviour,
Son of God in human frame,
Virgin born, the Child of Mary,
Upon whom the Spirit came.
2. Christ, who on the cross forsaken,
Like a lamb to slaughter led,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
He descended to the dead.
We believe in Jesus risen,
Heaven’s King to rule and reign,
To the Father’s side ascended
Till as Judge He comes again.
3. We believe in God the Spirit:
In one Church, below, above;
Saints of God in one communion,
One in holiness and love.
So by faith, our sins forgiven,
Christ our Saviour, Lord and friend,
We shall rise with Him in glory
To the life that knows no end.  		Timothy Dudley-Smith, tune LUX EOI.
 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The president says, 
		The Lord is here
All	His Spirit is with us
		Lift up your hearts.
All 	We lift them to the Lord.			
		Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	All	It is right to give thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation; 
to you be glory and praise for ever! 
From the beginning you have created all things 
and all your works echo the silent music of your praise. 
You make us in your image to reflect your glory.
You give us breath and speech 
that with all the powers of heaven 
we may find a voice to sing your praise:
All     	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 	David Thorne
How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord! 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children 
you embraced a people as your own
You filled them with longing for a peace without fear, 
a justice that would never fail.
All 	to you be glory and praise for ever!
From them you raised up Jesus, our Saviour,
 the living bread, in whom all hungers are satisfied
He offered his life for sinners,
and with a love stronger than death
he opened wide his arms on the cross.
All 	to you be glory and praise for ever!
In the upper room with his friends on the night before he died, 
Jesus took bread and gave you thanks. 
He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat. This is my body, given for you.'
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 'Drink this, all of you; 
This is my blood of the new covenant, 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me.'
Great is the mystery of faith:
All	Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again.
Father, we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
we remember his dying and rising in glory,
and we rejoice that he prays for us at your right hand:
Pour out your Holy Spirit 
as we bring before you these gifts from your own creation, 
that they may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
Gather your Church from the ends of the earth into your Kingdom,
that we, with all your people, may share in Christ's eternal banquet.
By him, with him, and in him, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever.
All	Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
	All   	Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name; 
		thy kingdom come;  thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
		as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
	And lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.  
	For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 	
	for ever and ever.  Amen 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The president breaks the consecrated bread 
		We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All    	Though we are many, we are one body, 
		because we all share in one bread. 
GIVING OF COMMUNION 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
All	Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.
AGNUS DEI  - D.Thorne                            
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  grant us peace.   
Please note, children and parents are going to come  first for communion – they will receive a blessing or communion and a prayer card, and will then distribute a prayer card  to each other person who comes after them. The choir receive communion second and will all join in  the Communion Hymn after that.
If you are used to receiving communion in your own church, you are welcome to do so here. Gluten-free bread is available - please just ask. If, for any reason, you cannot take from the common cup, please ask for a wafer with wine already added and DO NOT DIP. If you would like to receive a blessing, please keep your hands down. 
COMMUNION HYMN   -   Take my life and let it be
Please remain seated
1. Take my life and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
2. Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love.
Take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee.
3. Take my voice and let me sing
always, only, for my King.
Take my lips and let them be
filled with messages from thee.
4. Take my silver and my gold;
not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect and use
every power as thou shalt choose.
5. Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.
6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee. 		Havergal  Tune: Mozart/Nottingham 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy and blessed God, 
you have fed us with the body and blood of your Son 
and filled us with your Holy Spirit: 
may we honour you, not only with our lips 
but in lives dedicated to the service of Jesus Christ our Lord.
All	Amen
NOTICES (& Mary Mouse)
Please stand to sing

CLOSING HYMN 
1. Will you come and follow me If I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know And never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, Will you let my name be known,
Will you let my life be grown,  in you and you in me?
2. Will you leave yourself behind If I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind And never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare Should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer In you and you in me?
3. Will you let the blinded see If I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free And never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, And do such as this unseen,
And admit to what I mean, in you and you in me?
4. Will you love the 'you' you hide If I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside And never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found To reshape the world around,
Through my sight and touch and sound In you and you in me?
5. Lord, your summons echoes true When you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you And never be the same.
In your company I'll go Where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow In you and you in me.
John Bell (Iona Community, Scotland) Music : KELVINGROVE
THE BLESSING
Please remain standing
May God, who has called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light,
clothe you with the garments of righteousness and peace,
and bring you at last to feast at his eternal table;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always.
All	Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ. 
All	Thanks be to God. 

















Please join us for refreshments
in the Community Room after the service
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