The Parish Church of
St Mary the Virgin, Great Shelford

Charity No: 245456

Sunday 3rd January, 2021 - The Festival of the Epiphany
10:00 Parish Communion
Opening hymn: Brightest and best of the sons of the morning
1. Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
2. Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining,
Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall:
Angels adore him in slumber reclining,
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all.
3. Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion,
Odours of Edom and offerings divine?
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean,
Myrrh from the forest or gold from the mine?
4. Vainly we offer each ample oblation,
Vainly with gifts would his favour secure;
Richer by far is the heart's adoration,
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.
5. Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Q5A4TctOn0
Gloria:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Collect:
O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: mercifully
grant that we, who know you now by faith, may at last behold your glory face to face; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen
First Reading: Isaiah 60. 1 - 6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover
the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear
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over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters
shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.
Second Reading: Ephesians 3. 1 - 12
I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the
commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of
the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs,
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I
have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his
power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the
news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for
ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now
be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and
confidence through faith in him.
Gradual hymn: Bethlehem, of noblest cities
1. Bethlehem, of noblest cities
None can once with thee compare;
Thou alone the Lord from heaven
Didst for us incarnate bear.
2. Fairer than the sun at morning
Was the star that told his birth
To the lands their God announcing,
Seen in fleshly form on earth.
3. By its lambent beauty guided
See the eastern kings appear;
See them bend, their gifts to offer,
Gifts of incense, gold and myrrh.
4. Solemn things of mystic meaning:
Incense doth the God disclose,
Gold a royal child proclaimeth,
Myrrh a future tomb foreshows.
5. Holy Jesu, in thy brightness
To the Gentile world displayed,
With the Father and the Spirit
Endless praise to thee be paid.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ACMzD4AKYNc
Gospel: - Matthew 2. 1 - 12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: “And
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had
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seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.
Offertory hymn: As with gladness men of old
1. As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold,
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright,
So, most gracious God, may we
Evermore be led to thee.
2. As with joyful steps they sped,
To that lowly manger-bed,
There to bend the knee before
Him whom heaven and earth adore,
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek thy mercy-seat.
3. As they offered gifts most rare
At that manger rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure, and free from sin's alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee our heavenly King.
4. Holy Jesu, every day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And, when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds thy glory hide.
5. In the heavenly country bright
Need they no created light;
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown,
Thou its Sun which goes not down:
There for ever may we sing
Alleluyas to our King.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UB8rKNrlpDQ
Sanctus/Benedictus:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Agnus Dei:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on
us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy
on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us
peace.
Communion hymn: What child is this
1. What child is this, who, laid to rest
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
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This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds worship and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him praise
The Babe, the son of Mary.
2. Why lies he in such mean estate,
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Come, have no fear, God's son is here,
His love all loves exceeding:
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you:
Hail, hail, the Saviour comes,
The Babe, the son of Mary.
3. So bring him incense, gold and myrrh,
All tongues and peoples own him,
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let every heart enthrone him:
Raise, raise your song on high
While Mary sings a lullaby,
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The Babe, the son of Mary.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJTSVfH45qo
Post Communion Prayer:
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: may we who with the wise men have been drawn by
your light discern the glory of your presence in your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Final hymn: The first Nowell
1. The first Nowell the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter's night that was so deep:
Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel.
2. They lookèd up and saw a star,
Shining in the east, beyond them far:
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night: Refrain
3. And by the light of that same star,
Three Wise Men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wheresoever it went: Refrain
4. This star drew nigh to the north-west;
O'er Bethlehem it took its rest,
And there it did both stop and stay
Right over the place where Jesus lay: Refrain
5. Then entered in those Wise Men three,
Full reverently upon their knee,
And offered there in his presence
Both gold and myrrh and frankincense: Refrain
6. Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
That hath made heaven and earth of naught,
And with his blood mankind hath bought: Refrain
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mItWsC8RtM&list=RD1mItWsC8RtM&start_radio=1
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Hello Children Mary Mouse is very
happy to see you all back in church
again! She is social distancing, so
cannot be picked up or touched, but she
will be in church every Sunday, see if
you can spot her.
Sunday Club will not meet until further
notice. We will be offering a regular Mary
Mouse letter. For details contact Gillian,
gillian.pett29@gmail.com

INTERCESSIONS
Please refer any pastoral concerns for members of the congregation or members of the local community to
any member of the Ministry team including our Co-ordinator for Pastoral Services, Mrs Frances Simms.
Please pray for the sick, frail, housebound and those in care. Please let the Vicar know about all cases of
sickness and others for whom we should pray.
SUPPORTING OUR CHURCH
Before the pandemic we were already concerned about the increasing financial deficit we have been facing for
several years. Some of our regular expenses, e.g. utilities, have been reduced during lockdown, but ongoing
expenses have continued. Additionally the provision of sanitiser products, signage and other purchases
connected with providing online services has added costs. Our greatest expense by far is the Ministry Share
paid to the Diocese (currently £52,189 pa), which has to be found every month, under all circumstances. We
still very much need the support of all our Church members and visitors.
Donations can be made by:
 Parish Giving Scheme (PCC’s preferred option)
 Standing Order or Bank transfer
 Donating via the Giving Page on website https://www.stmarysgreatshelford.org/
 Traditional envelope donations (posted through the vicarage letterbox, or left in the collection box at the
back of church). Please write your PIN on the envelope, if you have one.
To help further, at no cost to yourself, please Gift Aid your donations if you are able. Our Treasurer Pat Brown
is happy to assist with any of the above. Contact details: phone 07811 563597 or email:
patbrown2591@yahoo.co.uk . Thank you very much for all your support.
ST. MARY'S GREAT SHELFORD - WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
New Year Blessings: On behalf of the whole team at St Mary's, can I wish you a very Happy New Year. The
last nine months has been so taxing for all of us and the coming weeks could also be challenging, but better
times will follow as the vaccine programme really gathers pace in 2021.
Thank you: Thank you to everyone who has contributed in any way to make the Advent and Christmas
services special this year. It would not really be fair to single out individuals, but the choir and organist and our
sacristan deserve a special vote of thanks. Well done to all!
Thank you from the Vicarage: A sincere ‘thank you’ from Mary and myself for all the cards and good wishes
we have received already. Far too many to respond to individually – you are all very generous.
David Macey RIP: The funeral of David Macey will take place at St Mary's on Wed. 6th Jan. at 2pm, followed
by an interment in the village cemetery. David lived in Stapleford and died in Addenbrooke's aged 69 after a
struggle with cancer. David had been living with his sister Dawn in Headley Gardens recently. We give thanks
for his life and remember his sister Dawn Sanders at this sad time.
Cambridge City Foodbank: Our monthly collection will be made today. A list of the foods most urgently
needed can be found at the back of church or on the Foodbank website.
https://cambridgecity.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
'Drive in Carols' collection: Sincere thanks to those who so generously donated £867.63 at both the 'Drive
In' events before Christmas. The total is being divided equally between Shelford & Stapleford Youth Initiative
and the village Mobile Wardens scheme. The organisers of both schemes are so grateful for your support.
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Children's Society: Many thanks also to all who contributed so generously to the collections at the two
churchyard services; a total of £240 was raised for the Children's Society.
' Comfort & Joy': The Church of England is offering special resources for prayer and reflection over the
Christmas and New Year period. Visit the website:https://www.churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy
Hon. Canon of Ely Cathedral: My collation and installation as an Hon. Canon of the Cathedral which was due
to take place in November just after the recent lock-down started has been rearranged for Sat. 23rd January
during Choral Evensong at 5.30pm in the Cathedral. I would very much welcome your support on the day please do come long.
Daily HOPE: This is an excellent national Church of England initiative for
those who are especially isolated and do not have access to the internet.
Daily HOPE is a freephone line, available 24 hours a day on 0800 804
8044. Callers will hear a special greeting from the Archbishop of
Canterbury before being able to choose from a range of options, including
Prayer During the Day and Night Prayer updated daily, from Common
Worship, and a recording of the Church of England’s weekly national
online service. A section called Hymn Line will also offer callers a small
selection of hymns, updated daily. An option entitled ‘Hymns We Love’,
provides a hymn and reflection.
We are delighted to welcome visitors to St Mary's for private prayer and reflection.
Sunday 3rd January, 2021

08:00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10:00 Parish Communion
16:00 Evening Prayer (BCP)

Sunday 10th January, 2021

08:00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10:00 Parish Communion
18:00 Evening Prayer by Zoom
Link

Vicar:
The Rev’d Simon Talbott

simon@thetalbotts.co.uk
01223 847068

Contact Churchwarden:
Mrs. Stella Nettleton
Reader/Licensed Lay Minister:
Mrs. Maureen Dobson

stella.nettleton@btinternet.com
07763 887953
d-mdobson@hotmail.co.uk
01223 840076

Parish Administrator:
Mrs. Katharin Page

pagekatharin@gmail.com
07710 518220

Pastoral Services Co-ordinator
Mrs. Frances Simms

francesjsimms47@gmail.com
01223 845895

Children’s work contact:
Gillian Pett

gillian.pett29@gmail.com

Applications for baptisms, marriages and the calling of Banns of marriage should be made please to the Parish
Administrator.
Small scale marriages and Baptisms are now permitted under quite strict conditions. Please make
contact with the Parish Administrator in the first instance.
03/01/21
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