The Parish Church of
St Mary the Virgin, Great Shelford

Charity No: 245456

Sunday 2nd May, 2021 - The Fifth Sunday of Easter
10:00 Parish Communion
Opening hymn: Alleluya! Alleluya! Hearts to heaven
1. Alleluya! Alleluya!
Hearts to heaven and voices raise;
Sing to God a hymn of gladness,
Sing to God a hymn of praise;
He who on the Cross a victim
For the world's salvation bled,
Jesus Christ, the King of glory,
Now is risen from the dead.
2. Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits
Of the holy harvest field,
Which will all its full abundance
At his second coming yield;
Then the golden ears of harvest
Will their heads before him wave,
Ripened by his glorious sunshine
From the furrows of the grave.
3. Christ is risen, we are risen;
Shed upon us heavenly grace,
Rain, and dew, and gleams of glory
From the brightness of thy face;
That we, Lord, with hearts in heaven
Here on earth may fruitful be,
And by angel-hands be gathered,
And be ever safe with thee.
4. Alleluya! Alleluya!
Glory be to God on high;
To the Father, and the Saviour,
Who has gained the victory;
Glory to the Holy Spirit,
Fount of love and sanctity;
Alleluya! Alleluya!
To the Triune Majesty. Amen.
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=46A6Dv8WgF8>
Gloria:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
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in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Collect:
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and opened to
us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our minds good
desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
First Reading: Acts 8. 26 - 40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch,
a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then
the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the
prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone
guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was
reading was this: ‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he
does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his
life is taken away from the earth.’ The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water;
and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Second Reading: 1 John 4. 7 - 21
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us
so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in
us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given
us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have
known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and
God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of
judgement, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear;
for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he
first loved us. Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment
we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
Gradual hymn: Now the green blade riseth
1. Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Refrain: Love is come again,
Like wheat that springeth green.
2. In the grave they laid him, Love whom men had slain,
Thinking that never he would wake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: Refrain
3. Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain,
Quick from the dead, my risen Lord is seen: Refrain
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4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Thy touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts, that dead and bare has been: Refrain
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=En28Je8ehDs>
Gospel: John 15. 1 - 8
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.
Offertory hymn: Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour
1. Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour,
First-begotten from the dead,
Thou alone, our strong defender,
Liftest up thy people's head.
Alleluya,
Jesu, true and living Bread!
2. Here our humblest homage pay we;
Here in loving reverence bow;
Here for Faith's discernment pray we,
Lest we fail to know thee now.
Alleluya,
Thou art here, we ask now how.
3. Though the lowliest form doth veil thee
As of old in Bethlehem,
Here as there thine angels hail thee,
Branch and Flower of Jesse's stem.
Alleluya,
We in worship join with them.
4. Paschal Lamb, thine Offering, finished
Once for all when thou wast slain,
In its fullness undiminished
Shall for evermore remain,
Alleluya,
Cleansing souls from every stain.
5. Life-imparting heavenly Manna,
Stricken Rock with streaming side,
Heaven and earth with loud hosanna
Worship thee, the Lamb who died,
Alleluya,
Risen, ascended, glorified!
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DqW0OrT7aRI>
Sanctus/Benedictus:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Agnus Dei:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on
us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy
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on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us
peace.
Communion hymn: Bread of heaven
1. Bread of heaven, on thee we feed,
For thy flesh is meat indeed;
Ever may our souls be fed
With this true and living bread,
Day by day with strength supplied
Through the life of him who died.
2. Vine of heaven, thy blood supplies
This blest cup of sacrifice;
'Tis thy wounds our healing give;
To thy cross we look and live;
Thou our life! O let us be
Rooted, grafted, built on thee..
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9O4QtEQzn4>
Post Communion Prayer:
Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice
in his truth, and to share his risen life, who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen
Final hymn: Hymn: O Jesus, I have promised
1. O Jesus, I have promised
To serve thee to the end;
Be thou forever near me,
My Master and my Friend;
I shall not fear the battle
If thou art by my side,
Nor wander from the pathway
If thou wilt be my guide.
2. O let me hear thee speaking
In accents clear and still,
Above the storms of passion,
The murmurs of self will;
O speak to reassure me,
To hasten or control;
O speak, and make me listen,
Thou guardian of my soul.
3. O Jesus, thou hast promised
To all who follow thee,
That where thou art in glory
There shall thy servant be;
And, Jesus, I have promised
To serve thee to the end;
O give me grace to follow,
My Master and my Friend.
4. O let me see thy footmarks,
And in them plant mine own;
My hope to follow duly
Is in thy strength alone;
O guide me, call me, draw me,
Uphold me to the end;
And then in heaven receive me,
My Saviour and my Friend.
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<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pjAnOf_Qd4>
Please refer any pastoral concerns for members of the congregation or members of the local community to
any member of the Ministry team including our Co-ordinator for Pastoral Services, Mrs Frances Simms.
Please pray for the sick, frail, housebound and those in care. Please let the Vicar know about all cases of
sickness and others for whom we should pray.
SUPPORTING OUR CHURCH
Dear Friends,
As you may by now be aware, even before the pandemic we were concerned about the increasing financial
deficit we have been facing for several years. The PCC has now, regretfully, decided (in consultation with the
Diocese) to reduce our regular Ministry Share contribution by 50%, to £26,895 this year, in order to halt the
ongoing drain on our reserves. This will balance the 2021 budget, but without a substantial increase in income
we may well face the same decision in future years, or the money will run out. This decision has not been
taken lightly, as it has serious implications for the future life of the parish; Ministry Share goes towards the
costs of stipendiary ministry, and failure to meet our Share in full, as well as passing an additional financial
burden on to the other parishes in the Deanery, will impact on the provision of a full-time vicar in Great
Shelford after Simon’s retirement. We would welcome any additional Stewardship support to enable us to meet
the full Share asked for by the Diocese, in this and future years, in order to maintain a stipendiary vicar.
Donations can be made by:
 Parish Giving Scheme (PCC’s preferred option)
 Standing Order or Bank transfer
 Donating via the Giving Page on website https://www.stmarysgreatshelford.org/
 Traditional envelope donations (posted through the vicarage letterbox, or left in the collection box at the
back of church). Please write your PIN on the envelope, if you have one.
To help further, at no cost to yourself, please Gift Aid your donations if you are able. Our Treasurer Pat Brown
is happy to assist with any of the above. Contact details: phone 07811 563597 or email:
patbrown2591@yahoo.co.uk .
Thank you very much for all your support.
ST. MARY'S GREAT SHELFORD - WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
From Simon
Thank you for continuing to be highly vigilant so that we can still offer 'live' worship in church. A reminder that
keeping at least a 2m distance and staying in your seats until invited to move is vital. Also, please ensure that
any social interaction after the service is kept to a minimum and respects the 2m+ distancing. You are all doing
very well thus far - thank you for complying.
Please keep those working in the NHS in your prayers; they continue to carry a huge burden as they address
the backlog of treatment suspended during the worst of the Covid pandemic.
A very happy Easter to you all.

Evening Prayer today: Will be 'in person' at St Mary's at 6. 30 p.m. as this is the first Sunday of the
month.
Evening Worship by Zoom will start at 6.30pm from next Sunday. If you would like to participate, please
contact Simon who will forward the link.
New Churchwardens: Delighted to report that the recent Annual Parochial Church Meeting elected Joanne
Staines and Simon White as Churchwardens - congratulations to them both and sincere thanks for being
willing to take on the role. Joanne and Simon will formally begin their service when they are admitted by the
Archdeacon at an online service later this month. In the meantime, Stella Nettleton will continue in service and
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we will have in effect a handover period.
Sincere thanks to Stella for her eight years of service as Churchwarden. We also need to offer thanks to
Norma Coggins who has just retired from the PCC and is also retiring as PCC secretary after many years of
service.
Cambridge City Foodbank: Our monthly collection takes place today. A list of the foods most urgently
needed can be found at the back of church or on the Foodbank website.
The Pilgrim house group continues to meet on Tuesdays at 8. 00 p.m. On May 11 we shall be starting on
our new book, ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ by Stephen Cherry which studies the meaning of The Lord’s Prayer. New
members who would like to join us for this, even if only occasionally, are very welcome.
Please contact Anne for the Zoom link, anneroberts2020@yahoo.co.uk or 07745 562702
Friends of St. Mary's Church: The Friends' AGM this year will be held on 26th May at 7. 30 pm in Church.
This year we have three Committee Members stepping down as their permitted term expires and so we are in
pressing need of volunteers to join the Committee. We would therefore ask you to please give a thought to
joining/rejoining our small group. Give me a call or email me before the AGM if you need any more
information or would like to be nominated. Trevor Ward (Secretary) 07910 747306 trevorrward@gmail.com
Daily HOPE: This is an excellent national Church of England initiative for
those who are especially isolated and do not have access to the internet.
Daily HOPE is a freephone line, available 24 hours a day on 0800 804
8044. Callers will hear a special greeting from the Archbishop of Canterbury
before being able to choose from a range of options, including Prayer
During the Day and Night Prayer updated daily, from Common Worship, and
a recording of the Church of England’s weekly national online service. A
section called Hymn Line will also offer callers a small selection of hymns,
updated daily. An option entitled ‘Hymns We Love’, provides a hymn and
reflection.
We are delighted to welcome visitors to St Mary's for private prayer and reflection.
Sunday 2nd May, 2021

08:00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10:00 Parish Communion
18:30 Evening Prayer (BCP)

Sunday 9th May, 2021

08:00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10:00 Parish Communion
18.30 Evening Prayer by Zoom
link

Vicar:
The Rev’d Canon Simon Talbott

simon@thetalbotts.co.uk
01223 847068

Contact Churchwarden:
Mrs. Stella Nettleton
Reader/Licensed Lay Minister:
Mrs. Maureen Dobson

stella.nettleton@btinternet.com
07763 887953
d-mdobson@hotmail.co.uk
01223 840076

Parish Administrator:
Mrs. Katharin Page

pagekatharin@gmail.com
07710 518220

Pastoral Services Co-ordinator
Mrs. Frances Simms

francesjsimms47@gmail.com
01223 845895

Children’s work contact:
Gillian Pett

gillian.pett29@gmail.com
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Applications for baptisms, marriages and the calling of Banns of marriage should be made please to the Parish
Administrator.
02/05/21
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